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appointed by the Government of India had issued a
report on Ghanapur State. The money realized by the
sale of the diamonds had enabled the Maharaja to settle
his private debts from his own purse, without further
encroachments upon State funds. The ruler was warned
that future utilization of State revenue for his private
extravagance would lose him his throne. Thoroughly
alarmed, the Raja was compelled to accept the services of
two British officers. One of the newcomers was a
doctor to reorganize the hospital in Ghanapur, the other
was an engineer to improve the water supply, initiate
various public works, and repair and extend die roads,
for the only highway really fit for fast, modern transport
was the one connecting Kotibagh Station with Ghanapur
City and the Palace.
On his return to Ghanapur, towards the end of
October, and while his car was on the way from Kotibagh
to the palace, Durrant first learnt of the doctor's arrival,
because one of the guest houses showed signs of occupa-
tion. His driver stated that the burra Doctor Sahib,
Major Jones, was in residence. Being conversant with
bazaar rumours, generally strangely prophetic in India,
the chauffeur added that Rayner Sahib* the engineer, was
coming back. Durrant was rather pleased to hear of the
new officials, because there would then be some English
society in Ghanapur and, possibly, an occasional game of
bridge. At first, he regretted that there was no Doctor
Memsahib* and hoped that the engineer would be accom-
panied by a wife. Then, on second thoughts, he decided,
better not. A memsahib, especially if conversant with
Hindi, might hear about the white girl in the palace. If
an interfering sort, she might try to occupy her enforced
idleness with good works, and certainly would try to call
Ttpon the Mabarani. No, Durrant began to hope most
fervently that Rayner, the engineer, like Jones the
was a bachelor.
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